Freebased cocaine smoking and reactive airway disease.
The case of a 19-year-old white female who presented with marked respiratory distress and pleuritic chest pain following freebased cocaine smoking is presented. A ventilation-perfusion scan revealed radioactive aerosol trapping in the large airways with multiple ventilation defects of the small airways, a finding compatible with reactive airway disease of the large airways and concomitant mucous plugging of the small airways. Freebased cocaine, impurities of the freebasing process, or admixtures to the freebased cocaine provided prior to smoking, are proposed as possible etiologies in what appears to be a condition of environmentally induced reactive airway disease, a previously unreported effect of cocaine use.